Gentlemen,?On rising for the last time to address you from the Chair, it becomes me to offer you my hearty thanks for the kindness that placed me in this honourable position. Many men whose names Edinburgh will always cherish as the ornaments of our profession have filled the office, and its most ambitious member might well be proud to become President of the Medico-Cliirurgical Society of Edinburgh. But I wish to thank you the more because I feel that in choosing me to be your President you not only conferred on me an honour, you at the same time bestowed on me a boon; for in laying on me the obligation to take the Chair at your mee'tings, you gave me the opportunity of hearing many important papers and discussions, and of seeing a variety of interesting patients and preparations illustrative of conditions with which I had little likelihood of becoming otherwise acquainted.
The Society an Univeksitas of Medicine.
In these days of rapidly-increasing specialism, when with the advance of every ancillary science the progress of our Art in its various departments makes it impossible for one to be profi-cient in each, there is a growing tendency for us to gather in our special groups, and so to concentrate attention on our individual subjects as to fall out of familiarity with all the rest. It is one of the happy and fruitful offices of this Society to call us from our divergent spheres, and gather us round themes of common interest to all. It is in its meetings that we get the clearest impression of the advances that are being made in the several directions along which Medicine progresses, and those who are working in one direction often get not only stimulus but guidance in listening to the reports of those who are working in another.
As an illustration I may refer to the practice of flap-splitting in the repair of injuries of the perineum. As preceded the change in practice had produced an abiding effect on the human system, such as to render it less tolerant of the bleedings that had been so freely had recourse to in earlier times. However this may be, we have, in the return of this mysterious visitant in such impressive form in our generation, a challenge to grapple with the mischief. Especially it calls on the men familiar with the newer methods of observation and research, to set themselves determinedly to discover its secret, to track it to its source, and to devise the means to check its ravages. If some of our younger members will but rise to the occasion, we shall have another influenza evening that will have more definite issues and shed a clearer light upon the problems that it sets before us.
III. Tuberculin and the Cancer Microbe.
The third occasion on which we had a crowded attendance was on 3rd December 1890, when it had been announced in the billet 
